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Didcot, OX11 0DE.
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chair@harbug.org.uk
7th April 2013

Vale of White Horse Local Plan 2029

Dear Sir,

Harwell Bicycle Users Group (HarBUG) is based at the Harwell Oxford Campus and we would like to comment on cycling provision proposed within the Vale of White Horse Local Plan with particular focus on the Science Vale area.

HarBUG have been working with the County Council over the past few years with regard to cycling infrastructure. We have contributed towards both the Southern Central Oxfordshire Transport Strategy (SCOTS) and the Local Transport Plan 3.

We have also commented on major planning applications in the Science Vale. We have found that although developers have planned for cycling within their areas i.e. Grove Airfield and Great Western park, Didcot, cycle links to other parts of the towns need to be improved. 

It is HarBUG's view that there should be a Science Vale Cycle Policy / Plan covering cycle networks for the Wantage and Grove area, Didcot town and routes from the towns to the main business parks. With the amount of development planned for the Science Vale, cycling can and will need to play an important role in the provision of transport solutions. Cycling infrastructure needs be well planned and available at an early stage of any development. 

Please find below our comments on particular sections of the Local Plan:

· Chapter 3; Spatial Vision and Strategic Objectives, Sustainable transport and Accessibility - Page 35. An additional proposed key outcome; 'to ensure a network of cycle routes to connect to key destinations that is convenient, accessible, safe and attractive.'

· Chapter 4; Spatial Strategy, 'Building on Our Strengths' – Page 40. In 'Focusing on Sustainable Growth' there is a statement; 'This will include significant investment in new roads and public transport' A proposed amendment could read 'This will include significant investment in transport solutions including new roads, public transport and cycling.'

· Chapter 5; Sub-Area Strategies, 5.45 Transport – Page 71. There is no mention of cycling in the list of new transport infrastructure.

· Chapter 6; District Wide Policies, 6.62 Tourism Related Development – Page 108. There is scope to promote the Science Vale for cycle tourism e.g. circular routes via the Ridgeway and Sustrans route 44. There is also the opportunity to create a long distance cycle path from Newbury to Oxford by providing a short cycle path parallel to the A34, South of the Chilton Interchange to the West Ilsley Junction. If marketed well cycle tourism could also provide a boost to local village businesses i.e. pubs, shops, tea rooms, bed and breakfasts etc.

· Chapter 6; District Wide Policies, 6.89 – Page 114. We believe there are some opportunities to improve cycle connections to rural communities particular where villages lie between key destinations e.g. towns and business parks.

· Chapter 6; District Wide Policies, 6.90, 6.91, 6.94 & 6.95 – Page 114 & 116. We agree with these statements and are glad to see they have been included in the district plan.

· Appendix A; Valley Park, Harwell Parish, East of A34 – Page 153. Although a list of key destinations for cycle paths are included we think it should be stated that a key regional cycle path from Abingdon to Harwell Oxford Campus via Milton Park and Valley park is part of this development. The cycle path would connect the Backhill Lane tunnel in Milton park to the Cow Lane bridge in Harwell Village, ideally following the South side of the Harwell link road.

We hope you will consider the above points and include them into the Local Plan for the Vale of White Horse.

Your sincerely

Kevin Wilkinson

HarBUG Chairman

www.harbug.org.uk

